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PREFACE. 


J Waerftanding that the publica- 


tion of the following Sermon 
would be agreeable to ſome Friends, 


J tranſcribed it ſoon after it was 
preached; but was not determined 
then zo let it come abroad. 


The Death of ſo many valuable 
Miniſters together, within little more 
than the compaſs of a month, and 
with whom I bad a perſonal friend- 
ſhip, viz. Dr. Wright, Mr. Bayes, 
and Mr. George Smyth of Hackney, 
affefied me in a particular man- 
Nez 


iy PREFACE. 

ner; and I could not but think ſuch 
a Providence ſhould be confidered, 
and improved by our Churches. This 
incident, certainly, ſhould teach us 
to look beyond this Life, and excite 
both Miniſters and People to make 
the moſt of their remaining advan- 
tages and opportunities. 


In ſuch circumſtances it was ap- 
prehended by thoſe, to whoſe judgment 
TI ſubmitted, that the enſuing Diſ- 
courſe would be ſeaſonable and of ge- 
neral benefit. I conſented therefore 
to its Publication; and hope, by the 
Bleſſing of God, it may be uſeful to 
awaken in us proper refleftions on 
ſuch events, and ſerve the intereſt of 


practical and real Religion. 
e 
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And now, behold, I know that ye 


all, among whom I have gone 
preaching the K. ingdom of God, 
ſhall ſee my face no more. 


OD has been ſpeaking to us of late 
in very moving language. When 
the common methods of inſtruction 
fail, and the world is runing apace into 
greater ſecurity and corruption, He is pleaſed 
- ſometimes to ſtep out of the ordinary courſe 
of things, to awaken mens attention by their 
fears, and teach them the value of their pri- 
vileges and mercies by the want of them. I. 
is time for thee, Lord, to work, for they bave 
made void thy lau. | 
I need not obſerve to you that Providence 
has lately brought a cloud upon Du. This 
Houſe in mourning teſtifies as well your 4% 
as reſpect. Thers is another Lamp of the 
A Sanctuary 


2 Pſal. cxix. 129. 
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| Sanctuary extinguiſhed; another Star of 
| | the Redeemer's right hand which diſappears; 

| another Ambaſſador of Peace recalled, Could 

| our Prayers have prevailed, He would have 
= till flouriſted in the courts of our God, and 
l brought forth fruit in old age*. The Will of 
| God is always ,t, and therefore not to be 
| diſputed ; but then it is always infrufive, 
= and therefore not to be diſregarded by us. 
ll As I am, I hope, providentially brought 


| here, whilſt your loſs is yet recent and freſh 
in your minds, I owe ſo much to Religion 


| 

and 3 as to take a particular notice 
of it. And though I might be inclined to 
| ſpeak uf your Worthy Paſtor and my Friend 
| in terms of the greateſt reſpect, I chuſe ra- 
1 ther to improve the occaſion to the advan- 
' 

| 


tage of Practical Religion, and offer ſuch 
reflections as might render the cloſe of that 
Life uſeful, which was ſo long, and fo en- 
| tirely ted to your Service. 

Tmagine your late Paſtor here in his uſual 
| Station, taking his ſolemn farewel of you ; 
| ſuppoſe him declaring the manner of his 
| Converſation — the conduct of his Mini- 
| ſtry — his dangers and temptations — ſo St. 
| Paul did at parting with his Friends, Sup- 
Jos 45 foſe 


[| bd Pſal, xcii. 13. 
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boſe him earneſtly exhorting you to watch- 
fulneſs and perſeverance — affectionately 
commending you to the Grace and Bleffing 
of God; and then cloſing his Diſcourſe in 
this manner, Now, behold, 1 know that ye 
all, among whom I have gone preaching the 
Kingdom of God, ſhall ſee my face no more. 
How warm, how impreſſive muſt ſuch a 
parting be! When the One preached the 
Kingdom of God, and knew he was doing 
his /aft office of kindneſs to thoſe dear im- 
mortal Souls. When the oer heard them 
plainly and affectionately recommended; but 
then it would be the /af? time by this endeared 
Friend. How pathetically would the one 
preach! How ſenſibly would the cher feel, 
and the ſaving power of truth ſpread from 
Soul to Soul ! 

This was the very caſe of St. Paul at 
parting with his Ephefian Friends ; they were 
to fee his face no more; and it was a mourn- 
ful farewel; tears on both fides, and they 
all wept fore v. 

The Death f your Paſtor, bo bath fed 
the Church of God in this place, I make no 
doubt is reſented by you in a very tender 
manner ; eſpecially for this reaſon, that yan 
will fee his face no more: a reflection that 

A 2 opened 


4 De Death of Miniſters 
opened all the Springs of grief in St. Paul's 
friends, ſorrouing moſt of all for the words 
which be fpake, that they ſhould ſee his 
face no more; and it comes home to you. 
*© No more ſhall he preach the Kingdom of 
„ God among you. No more expound the 
* holy Scriptures — aſſiſt your covenant 
* tranſactions — encourage your Faith — di- 
rect your duty — warn, counſel or comfort 
te you — no more labour for your conviction 
* or eſtabliſhment.” Death. hath put an 
end to all this uſeful Service. From the 
Word and Providenee of God learn theſe 
things. 


1. That Miniſters muſt remove and die, 
how uſeful ſoever they have been in their 
Station. | 

2... That the loſs of ſuch is matter of juſt 
concern and Sorrow. 

3. . How to improve fack fad Provi- 
dences, when they come to affect us. 


1... . , Miniſters muſt remove and die how 
uſeful. ſoever they have been in their Sta- 
tion They are ſubject to like paſſions 


with other men; and to like miſeries, 
of which the greateſt and laſt is Death. 
w Sin 


' Confidertd, and improved. 5 
Sin has impoſed this ſad neceſſity upon us, 
and extended it to all the human race. By 


one Man Sin entered into the world and 


Death by Sin, and ſo Death paſſed upon all 
Men“. 

Their work is | divine; their meſſage the 
Everlaſting Goſpel, but their Perſons are 
mortal. We have this Treaſure, ſays the Apo- 
ſtle, in earthen veſſels, liable to be broken, 


that the Exellency of the Power may be of 


God, and not of A That God might be 


more eyed, and glorified, and we find this 


comfort. riſe out of ſuch weakneſs ; though 
the veſſels may be daſhed 1n pieces, the Trea- 


ſure cannot be loſt. The Experience of all 


times confirms this, that Miniſters muſt die, 
as well as other men, Our Fathers where 
are they? And the Prophets do they live for 
ever? There is good reaſon why it ſhould 
be ſo; 


1. To preſerve à due diſtinction between 
Chriſt and his Miniflers. He is the only 
Mediator of the New Covenant, the alone 
appointed Diſpenſer of Divine Bleflings. 
Should Miniſters, who are. but his Agents, 
be perpetually in office, it might weaken 

Our 

© Rom. v. 12. 2 Cor. iv. 7. Zech. i. 5. 


| 
| 
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our dependence on Chriſt, and derogate from 
the honour of his Prieſthood ; it might lead 
us to have mens perſons in admiration, and 
to aſcribe too much to their abilities and uſe- 
fulneſs. Miniſters therefore die, and refign 
their Truſt' into other hands, that our prin- 
cipal regard may be to him, who hath an 
re N ee and a perpetual Con- 
W b 


2. Miniſters die that the Church may en- 
joy a variety of Gifts, The duty which 
God requires of Man is fo plainly revealed, 
that Perſons of the meaneſt capacity may 
underſtand it, and conſequently there can be 
no room for invention or diſcovery in Reli- 
gion. Yet there 1s a difference in the admi- 
niſtration of things. One Manner may be 
more. agreeable ; another more uſeful. One 
Miniſter may think it his duty to remove the 
| hay and ſtubble, which have been laid on 
Wl the foundation of Chriſtianity, that when the 
; rubbiſh is. taken away the building might 


| appear in its beauty and excellency. Another 

would eſtabliſh Religion on the ſolid and 

| immoveable baſis of Divine Perfections and 

| __ Reaſon, One lays himſelf out in affect- 

If | ing 
f Heb. vii. 23, 24, 28. 
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Conſidered and Improved. 7. 
ing repreſentations of the Grace and Mercy 
of the Goſpel : Another is more earneſt and 
perſuaſive in the Application, to preſs matters 
home to the Conſcience and Life. 

Though thoſe. talents are various, yet they 
are all uſeful, as aiming at the ſame end, the 
glory of God, and the good of immortal 
Souls. All may be exerciſed without in- 
conſiſtency; all approved without partiality. 
So it was as to more Extraordinary gifts; 
there are diverſities of gifts, but the ſame 
Spirit ; and diverſities of adminiſtration, but 
the ſame Lord s. A ſucceſſion of different 
talents is ſometimes uſeful; and Chriſt, who 
knows the wants and neceſſities of his Church, 
is pleaſed by ſuch removals to provide for it. 


3. Miniſters ſometimes are removed to prove 
the Churches they belonged to, both the Secure 
and Sincere in them, God would prove the 
Secure, what their thoughts, reflections and 
reſolutions will be on this occaſion. They - 
have ſate long under a warm Miniſtry, but 


the ice is not yet thawed about their Hearts. 
They have heard often the found of the Goſ- 


pel from this Voice, and were not to be 
awakened. This pauſe and interruption makes 


; them 
$1 Cor. Kit. 4, 5. 
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them look about. They find their Guide, 
their faithful Friend is taken from them, and 
poſſibly now they may enter into ſerious Re- 
flections upon their preſent State. But whe- 
ther they will hear, or whether they will for- 
bear, they ſhall know that a Prophet bas been 
3 them. 

God would prove the Sincere, whether 
they have leaned upon Inſtruments too much 
or not; whether they can truſt God's Pro- 
miſe and Proviſion without Curiofity ; and are 
willing to ſupport his worſhip without indif- 
ferency. Now is the time of trial what Chri- 
ſtians prevailing reliſhes and defigns are. 
What they can do with God by their Pray- 
ers, and- what they will do for God by their 
Intereſt, But 


4. And laſtly — Miniſters die, that they 
may go and receive their Reward. Our 
Province is difficult, our own and others 
infirmities make it ſo. Conſidering the un- 
pleaſing meſſages we bring, perſuading men 
to give up their beloved luſts, and fall out as 
it were with themſelves ; reproaching thoſe 
freedoms, which neither intereſt or diſcretion 
can juſtify ; ; OT thoſe falſe grounds of 

Hope 
> Ezek. ii. 5. 
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Hope, which they ſeem to lean upon too 
much; conſidering theſe things, it is a won- 
der that we are not the moſt hated of all 
men. But this is our Comfort, that God 
and mens Conſciences are on our Side, and 
juſtify a fair and honeſt repreſentation of the 
Goſpel, though for the preſent men may be 
diſpleaſed with us. Conſidering the different 
Tempers we have to do with ; and the care 
and exactneſs we muſt take to form our own, 
to be Exampes to Believers in word, in con- 
verſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in 
purity * ; conſidering we have the human 
paſſions, capable of being moved by the oc- 
caſions of Joy and Sorrow, as well as others; 
and are perhaps more expoſed to the attacks 
of envy and ill- will; conſidering ſuch like 
difficulties and diſcouragements, I have been 
ready with Solomon, to praiſe the dead, who 
are already dead.. Happy you, who have 
« acquitted yourſelves with honour and fide- 
{© lity in your Stations; who have accom- 
* pliſhed your warfare, and finiſhed your 
« courſe. Happy you, who have left our 
« ſtormy Regions, and will now for ever 
ebe inſenſible to our fears, ruffles, and dan- 
ce gers.“ | 


= But 


| x Tim. iv. 12. k Eccleſ. iv. 2. 
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But 1s there not a fitneſs and propricty be- 
tween labour and reſt ; between the character 
of thoſe who have turned many to Righteouſ- 
neſs, and the promiſed Crown of Righteouſ- 
neſs? Hard, indeed, would be their lot, who 
have borne the heat and burthen of the day, 
ſhould they not have an evening to refreſh 
them. Diſcouraging their work to prepare 
others for Heaven, and be kept out of it 
themſelves But this is their conſolation, the 
times of refreſhing will come for them as 
well as others; the important day will ap- | 
pear, when their Faithfulneſs will be owned 


and rewarded, 7hough Iſrael be not gathered, 
I proceed 


II.. . . To bew that the bs of uſeful and 
faithful Miniflers cannot but be à matter of juſt 
concern and forrow ; eſpecially, when accord- 
ing to the courſe of things, we might have 
hoped for their longer uſefulneſs; when the 
circumſtances of the Church and the World 
made their continuance very deſireable. St. 
Paul had a defire to depart and to be with 
Chriſt; longed to be where he had laboured 
and encouraged others to aſpire, Nevertheleſs to 
abide in the fleſh is more needful for you ', Will 


not 
Philip. i. 24. 
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not Humanity teach us ſome reſentment at 
the Death of a neighbour or a friend? Is it 
not ag reeable to the tenderneſs of an hu- 
man heart to drop a /izh or a tear into an 
open grave? Certainly then we cannot be 
unmoved when a Character of uſefulneſs 
fails, Help, Lord, for the godly man ceaſeth, 
for the faithful fail from among the children 


of Men w. But let us conſider what juſt 
reaſon there may be for this Sorrow; as 


1. The importance of their Meſſage in ge- 
neral, will render the death of uſeful Miniſters 
grievous, The nature of their work is of 
ſo diffuſive a benefit, and attended with ſuch 
great conſequences, that the failure of any 
aſſiſtance in it muſt give us ſome concern. 

The duty of Miniſters is to raiſe the Souls 
of men above ſenſible and earthly things to 
the great Author of Being and Happanels ; 
to affect them with a near and intereſting 
view of the everlaſting world, — *Tis to 
exalt Chriſt, and repreſent him in his ex- 
cellencies and glories; as the Author of our 
Peace, and the foundation of our acceptance 
and hopes — Tis to call men to Repen- 
tance ; explain the virtues of a good Life, 


B 2 ſhewy 


= Pal, xli. 1. 
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12 The Death of Miniſters 
ſhew their obligation and neceſſity in order 
to Salvation ; and perſuade men to the prac- 
tice of them by every engaging motive, and 
with great earneſtneſs of addreſs. 

This is the view of the chriſtian Miniſtry ; 
this forms a Character of Beneficence and 
Charity, ſuch as will always have the Coun- 
tenanc2 and Approbation of wiſe and good 
men. When death removes one acting ac- 
cording to this view with Zeal and Sincerity, 
it is a weakening to the intereſt of Religion, 
and cannot but be eſteemed a prublick Hos. 


2. The engaging addreſs of ſome will parti- 
cularly endear them io us, and give us real 
pain at parting with them. St. Paul ſo con- 
ducted himſelf in his labours, as to win the 
Hearts of his Friends ; and then no wonder 
they wept at his leaving them. We need no 
other proof of it than from this very Chap- 
ter. For inſtance; 

The Apoſtle diſcovered a ſerious turn of 
Piety, an awful Senſe of God. It was not 
reputation, intereſt, or party, but God's 
glory which principally impreſſed his Heart, 
Serving the Lord with all Humility of Mind, 
with many tears and temptations, It was a 
willing 
Ver. 19. 


Confidered, and Improved. 1 3 


willing choſen Service though an hazardous 
one. | 


He was Faithful in making known the 


Divine will; concealed nothing from them, 


which he thought neceſſary for them to 
know; intermingled nothing with it, which 
he thought dangerous for them to receive. 
He did not ſtudy their humour, but profit ; 
did not preach what might pleaſe them to 
hear, but what they ought. I kept back no- 
thing that was profitable for you — I have not 
ſhuned to declare unto you the whole councel 
of God. I have taught you publickly, and 


from houſe to houſe ®. 


In his Diſcourſes he inſiſted on the great 
points of Religion; did not amuſe his hearers 
with trifling or uncertain opinions; nor court 
applauſe by curioſities of Explication, but 
honeſtly and fairly told them what God re- 
quired of them, their Duty as well as Privi- 
lege. Faith and Holineſs in conjunction were 
the topicks he recommended. Teſt:fying both 
to the Fews, and alſo to the Greeks, Repentance 
toward God, and Faith toward our Lord 


Feſus Chriſt — urging them to love and good 


works from an excellent Saying of our Sa- 
viour's, 


Ver. 20, 27. 


| * 


i 
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14 The Death of Miniſters 
viour's, that it was more bleſſed to give thart 
to recerve?, 

He ſhewed a generous concern for Souls; 
was ſenſibly moved with an apprehenſion of 
their Ruin, and thought no pains too much 
to prevent it. Compaſſion affected his Heart, 
and when inclination led the way, labor ipſe 
voluptas, his duty was his pleaſure, He would 


not excuſe himſelf if he might be uſeful ; 


nor fear bonds and impriſonments, if he 
might ſpread the Knowledge of Salvation. 
He was glad to ſpend and be ſpent in this 
Service, and fulfil the Miniſtry he had re- 
ceived. By the Space of three years, I ceaſed 
not to warn every one night and day with 
tears — I coveted no man's ſilver or gold. 

He Prayed earneſtly for his Friends, and 
bore them on his heart to the throne of 
Grace. He defired for them the beſt of 
bleſſings, and from the beſt of Friends, even 


God himſelf. And now, Brethren, I com- 
mend you to God, and the word of his Grace, 


which 1s able to build you up, and give you an 
inheritance among all them that are ſan#ified* 
"Twas Heaven, and a perſonal meetneſs for it; 
'twas Grace, and a.thankful dependance upon 
God for it, that he aſked for them, 
ER 
9. Ver. 2t, 36. 1 Yer. 21, 2$ 
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This was St. Paul's engaging manner, 


worthy the imitation of all Chriſtian Mini- 
flers; and, without pretending to an Equa- 


lity, I may venture to ſay, you have loſt One 


like minded. Such a manner muſt inſinuate 
itſelf into the affections, ſtrengthen the mu- 
tual bands of Love and Eſteem, and render 
a parting (till more afflicting. 


3. And laſtly — The circumflances of the 
Church and World may be ſuch, that we could 


i ſpare thoſe, who are eminent friends and 


Supporters to Religion, We are ready to think, 


the Principles of Religion ſo plain and rea- 
ſonable; the Excellency of Chriſt, and the 
beauties of holineſs ſo engaging, that a naked 
propoſal of them would make its own way, 
and captivate the ſoul — but experience con- 
vinces us of our miſtake in thinking ſo, 
When Mens Tempers are various, and 
their Prejudices ſtrongly inlaid, there will be 


then need of a sK1LFUL MINISTER ; one 


well furniſhed, and able to divide rightly the 


word of Truth; to give to every one his 


portion; one that has wiſdom to diſcern 
the Seaſons of Counſel; to chuſe acceptable 


words, and prudently apply them to parti- 


cular Caſes and Occaſions: 


When 


16 The Death of Miniſters 
When a dividing ſpirit prevails, and the 
glory of a Party ſhall be more confidered 
than that of Piety; when men ſhall nar- 
row the foundations of Chriſtianity, and 
confine the favour of God to themſelves; in 
ſuch Circumſtancesa HEALINGMINISTER 
could badly be ſpared — a Man of temper 
and moderation, that would avoid Extremes, 
and bring Chriſtians cloſer together upon the 
moſt Catholick Principles; who can leave 
matters of doubtful diſputation to every man's 
judgment and integrity ; will honour the 
image of God wherever he ſees it, and 
breathe out his Charity in the language and 
ſpirit of the Apoſtle, Grace be with all them, 

that love our Lord Feſus Chriſt in ſincerity r, 
When there is too general a corruption of 
Principles and Manners; when Enthuſiaſm 
and Infidelity prevail beyond the example of 
former Times, and exert themſelves without 
decency or diſcretion ; ; when the work of 
Reformation is remiſs, and thoſe few endea- 
vours that are uſed fruitleſs; when there is 
little of the powe. of Godlineſs among 
thoſe who keep up the Form; when; fi- 
nally, there is a diſregard to the houſe of 
God in ſome, a great indifference in the 
houſe 

Eph. vi. 24. 
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houſe of God in others, and he things that 
remain are ready to die, a ZE ALous MIN1sS- 
TER could hatdly be ſpared; one that 
would warmly eſpouſe the cauſe of truth, 
without infringing the Rights of Liberty 
and Coxſcience ; one that would preſs forward 
Practical Religion, the great end of Truth and 
the Goſpel, with a divine fervency. 

When Sin is grouing into Credit and Power, 
and countenanced more than ever by popu- 
lar cuſtoms and examples; when Integrity 
lies open to many dangerous Snares, and 
the force of wrong Motives; in ſuch a Si- 
tuation we could not well part with an Ho- 
NEST and FAITHFUL MINISTER, whole 
Integrity would be uncorrupt, whoſe Teſti- 
mony to Religion would be firm and un- 
ſhaken ; one who would teſtify againſt all 
Vice, every appearance of it, and approach 
towards it; one that would ſcorn to facrifice 
his Conſcience to intereſt or popularity; would 
be neither partial to friendſhip, nor afraid of 
frowns ; that would not fear the face of any 
man in point of duty, but cauſe Feruſalem 
to know her abominations, and the houſe of 
Judab their Sin *, 

| C When 
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When God is contending with a Nation 
for their Sins, ſhakes his rod over it, and 
fills it with fear and terrour ; when he threat- 
ens to make his Sanctuary a deſolation in the 
midſt of it ; it would be grievous then to 
loſea PR ALINGMINISTER, one that would 
have /tood in the gap, and been a conſtant 
Interceſſor with God, ſaying, Spare thy Peo- 
ple, O Lord, and give not thy heritage to 
reproach *, | 

So that matters in the Church, and the 
World may be ſo circumſtanced, as to make 
the death of an Eminent, Faithful, and 
Uſeful Miniſter a PUBL1CK Loss; a fad and 
mournful Event. I am confident it will be 
thought ſo by all, who have any Concern 
for the welfare of their Country, and the 
proſperity of true Religion. — I come now 
to the 


III. .. . And laſt head I propoſed, namely, 
To ſhew how we ought to improve ſuch ſad Pro- 
vidences, when they come to aſfect us. Such 
a Providence now affects you, by the Death 

of your late worthy Paſtor Dr. right. 

I pretend not to ſay, that He reached the 
heights of an Apoſtle's Zeal and Feryour ; 

: or 
t Joel ii. 17. 
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or equaled Paul's Love to Chriſt and Souls; 
or, indeed, was without Infirmity; yet this 
J will ſay, and all that knew him, know 
this Teſtimony to be true, that He was an 
able Miniſter of the New Teſtament; was 
heartily concerned for the good of Souls, and 
the Succeſs of Religion; was a firm friend 
to Liberty of every kind, and the Proteſtant 
intereſt; was of a publick Spirit, and ready 
to deviſe and encourage liberal things. 

He was much endeared to you by many years 
Service and Uſefulneſs. You will be witneſ— 
ſes that in - preaching the Goſpel, He re- 
nounced the hidden things of diſhoneſty, not 
walking in craftineſs, nor handling the word 
of God deceitfully, but by manifeſtation of 
the Truth commending himſelf to every man's 
conſcience in the fight of Ged. The flouriſh- 
ing ſtate of your Church in theſe declining 
times; the Honour and Eſteem in which he 
maintained divine Ordinances; the regards 
he procured to the Spiritual and Divine Life 
by his labours and works are inconteſtable 
proofs of his Worth — but it is not my de- 
fign to give you his Character, I chuſe rather 
to aſſiſt you in improving this Providence 

| C 2 His 
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His worth you knew, his loſs you ſenſibly 
feel; and I would hope, this is now a ſeaſon 
of ſerious reflection. Conſider then 


1. The moſt immediate uſe of this Provi- 
dence is to confider your latter End. You ſee 
none are exempted from the Stroke of Death. 
The Learned, the Wiſe, the Uſeful muſt re- 
fign, muſt lay their heads level with the 
duſt. And when ever that time comes all 
their purpoſes will be broken off, even the 
thoughts of their heart" ; their projecting, 
their aſpiring, all * kind beneficent 
thoughts. 

If we would anticipate this Event in our 
Thoughts, it would very much abate our 
natural fears of it, and bring us to the im- 


portant hour with leſs ſurprize. We cannot, 


certainly, throw off life with as much in- 
differency as our cloths, No, it will re- 
quire ſome conſideration and courage to pals 
through the laſt extremity of Nature; and 
Religion would furniſh us with proper mo- 
tives to Both. 

I ſee that here I haye no continuing city. 
I have only a ſhort paſſage through this world, 
and ſhould I be fond of it? Should I bald 


2 e . an 
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my happineſs upon ſuch ſlender foundations; 


or take too faſt hold of that I muſt part 
with ſo ſoon? What is this but to lay in 
proviſion for my own diſappointment and 
anxiety? No — let me enjoy as if T poſſeſſed 
not, and uſe the World, as not abuſing it, for 
its faſhion, its glory 1s paſſing away*, Let 
the certainty and greatneſs of everlaſting ob- 
jects come into nearer view, that I may taſte 
my enjoyments, as the Jewys did their Paſſo- 
ver, with their loins girt, and ſhoes on their 
feet, and a flaff in their band, as perſons in 
haſte, and ready to be gone. HL 
The ſeaſon of Grace is valuable; God's 
forbearance and entreaty of ſinful man won- 
derful. What a glorious Privilege do I enjoy, 
in having the Goſpel ſo freely tendered to 
me; in having Ambaſſadors of Peace ſent 
to treat with me about my Soul's happineſs, 
and beſeech me in Chriſt's flead to be reconciled 
to God ! Should I negle& this opportunity, 
when all my helps and advantages are paſ- 
ſing away ? There is another Friend and 
Guide gone, and have I got nothing by ſuch 


an advantage ? 


I have reaſon to excite myſelf to my du- 


ty, and whatever my hand findeth to do, to dv 
1 
* 1 Cor, vii, 30, 3I, ? Exod, xli. 11. 
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it with all my might, for I ſee the ſeaſon of 


doing good, as well as geting it muſt end, 
And what have I done to anſwer the pur- 
poſes'of my Being? How employed my ta- 
lents, and filled up the relations in which 
I ſtand to my fellow-creatures? I have before 
me a Pattern not only of the. weakneſs of 
Human life, but of the great Purpoſes to 
which it may be. applied ; and ſhould I not 
be excited by it to a diligent improvement 
of my talents? Your deceaſed Paſtor has 


often taught you in his Sermons how to live; 


He now teaches you once by his Example 
how to die. His face you will ſee no more; 
very ſoon yours will be hid in the fame man- 
ner, Methinks it ſhould affe& you to con- 
ſider that, perhaps, within the compaſs of 
fifty years, new faces may appear in thoſe 
| Seats, and the greater part of this preſent 
Aſſembly be number'd among the Dead, 


2. When Miniſters die the Gaſpel lives, 
"Tis an Everlaſting Goſpel that we preach 
unto you. All fleſh withers as the Grafs, 
and all the glory of Man fades as the flower, 
but the word of the Lord endureth for ever : 
And this is the word, that by the Goſpel is 

preached 


* Rev. xiv. 6. 
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preached unto you *. Though Miniſters may 


be ſilent, the Goſpel will ſtill call, invite and 


comfort. Tis a fountain ever open and flow- 
ing, the Streams whereof make glad the City, 
the Church of God. Amidſt all our loſſes 
and diſtreſſes this is our encouragement, 
'Tis a pleaſure to think that we have here 
an Everlaſting Covenant to rely upon, an 
invariable Rule to walk by, and the Promiſe 
of an Eternal Reſt to receive us. You may 
have another Miniſter, but not another Goſ- 
pel. No — though an Angel ſhould pretend 
to bring it from Heaven*. We have reaſon 
then to prize this Treaſure above all Things. 
So Fob did, I have eſteemed the words of bis 
Mouth more than my neceſſary food . This Word 
of God is the joy of Believers in all Ages, 
their Treaſure in all conditions. Oh my Friends, 
let us make this joy, this treaſure our own; 
and the way to do that is to imprint its 
Truths on our Hearts, and ſhew its power in 
our Lives. 
You will now have another opportunity 
of diſcoyering your Regards to it. You will 
not forget, that 'tis a Goſpel of Peace, and 
a Goſpel of Purity; the one will ſerve to 
regulate your END, the other your TEMPER 


In 
* x Pet. i. 24, 23. Gal. i. 8. Job. xxiii, x2. 
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in purſuing it. Let me beſcech you to remetti= 
ber that all your regards will fall ſhort of its 


excellent deſign, till you come under its 
ſandtiſying and practical Influence, 


2 


2. When Miniſters die we have a ſenjible 
conviction, what little dependance there is upon 
Man; upon good Men, upon uſeful Men. 
Weir hearts diſire and prayer to God is, no 
doubt, that you might be ſaved. The Bene- 
fit you have received from their Miniſtry 
may very juſtly excite in you a grateful 
Eſteem and Affection of them. But, per- 
haps, you depended upon them more than 
you ought ; leaned on thoſe feeble props 
more than you ſhould. God is now proving 
you how you ſtand affected on their remo- 
val. Now it will be ſeen whether your Religion 
is rightly founded or .not, Whether it reſults 
from a lively abiding Senſe of its Excellency, 
Reaſonableneſs, and Authority; or whethet 
it will turn to /kewarmneſs and indifferency; 
Tis a fad thing to bury our Religion in the 
ſame graves with our Minifters ; and very 
partial reaſoning to think, that none can in- 
ſtruct. us in the way to Chriſt and Heaven 


beſides thoſe we have loſt, 
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By fuch Providences God would take us 
off from inſtruments, and bring us io a cloſer 
dependance on himſelf, He would convince 
us that hat wiſdom, power and holineſs, which 
contributed ſo much to our good, were ori- 
ginally derived from Himſelf ; that Miniſters 
were only inſtruments for conveying his Bleſ- 
ſing of Light, Life, and Love. Thoſe earth- 
en Veſſels therefore muſt be broken, that 


the Excellency of the power might appear' to 
be of God, and not of them, 


4. Your Sorrow for your Miniſter now dead, 
is heightened, I doubt not, by this conſideration, 
that you received great benefit from him whilſt 
he lived. Love is uſually the Strength and 
Meaſure of all our other paſſions. You loved 
him becauſe his Services were uſeful to you, 
becauſe he was a friend to your Souls, and 
aſſiſted you to think and judge right of your 
ſupreme Happineſs. 

Some of you, perhaps, were awakened by 
him - out of your Security and Carnality, 
and reclaimed from a vain converſation to the 
wiſdom of the Fuſt. This, perhaps, was the 
inſtrument by which God was pleaſed to con- 
vince you of your undone State; the Guide 
by which he led you to Chriſt for peace and 
ſafety. From him you learnt the deceitful- 

D neſs 
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neſs of Sin, the neceſlity of being born again, 
the pleaſures of Religion, the greatneſs and 
glories of the world to come. Many of you, 
who are now grown up to full Life, may, 
poſſibly, remember how you were affected in 
the early part of your days by his ſeaſonable 
councils; then, when you were ſurrounded 
with flattering temptations, and had leſs Ex- 
perience and Caution to guard againſt them. 
He had a ſerious concern for the ing ge- 
neration, that good principles might take 
the firſt poſſeſſion of them; He was ſolici- 
tous, that they might forſake the way of the 
fooliſh and lived. Many, I hope, can bleſs 
God for your Eſtabliſhment in the practice 
of Piety, for your comfortable Sabbaths, for 
your religious friendſhip, that you too faveer 
council together, and walked to the houſe of 
God in company . 
A Miniſtry that has been thus uſeful, may 
well be ſuppoſed to end with the grief of 
thoſe who have received advantage by it; and 
when grief reſults from ſuch a ſenſe of things, 
WF 'tis a generous and noble paſſion. Tis 
1 no other than a tribute of Gratitude 
11 both to God and Man. When we exalt the 
Grace of God, there is a piece of reſpect 
due 


* Prov. ix. 6. Plal. Iv. 14. 
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due to the inſtrument ; efteem and love for 
the work ſake*, The Apoſtle would claim 
ſome intereſt in the Corinthians affections on 
this account, Though you have ten thouſand 
inſtruttors in Chriſt, yet have ye not many 
Fathers, for in Chriſt I have begotten you 
thraugh the Goſpels. You will ſee his face 
no more; but, I truſt, you can add to this 
ſad reflection, we bleſs God that we ever ſaw 
it. | 


5. And laſtly — Let us grow wiſer by all 
God's dealings with us, and preſs home ſuch 
mournful events upon our Conſciences; I 
mean all of us, both thoſe who have been 
careleſs under their advantages, and thoſe 
who have been improving them. 

FIRST. You will fee his face no more in 
this world. Methinks you ſhould hear this 
with ſome regret, whom he has left behind 
him in an unregenerate State, A kind friend 
to your Souls is now gone out of your reach ; 
his days are numbered, his Account cloſed, 
and you ſtand debtors there until your 
names are cancelled by a ſpeedy and ſincere 
Repentance. Ah — how could you remain 
in darkneſs, whilſt a burning and ſhining 

DS. :.-- Light 
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Light-was ſo near you? How could you de- 
feat the reaſonings, or reſiſt the perſuaſions 
of ſuch a Maſter in Iſrael? 

Reflections on loſt Advantages and Seaſons 
are a conſiderable part of future miſery, 
but without the leaſt mixture of Light or 
Hope. Your reflections of this nature may 
now be improved to valuable purpoſes, to 
work in you a Shame and Sorrow that would 
lead you to God. If ſtill you go on in the 


ſame temper, the time is coming when it 


will be equally without excuſe, or remedy. 
Certainly you cannot ſay, that the Prin- 
cipies of Religion were not duly inculcated 
upon you, nor the Deceitfulneſs of Sin ex- 
poſed, nor the Importance of the New Birth 
diſcovered ; both the Riches of Mercy, and 
the Terrours of wrath were offered to you ; 
the great concern of human life was explained 
in its ſeveral branches, and every conſidera- 
tion offered to engage your attention. Is it 
not grievous to loſe thoſe advantages ; dread- 
ful to fall from thoſe heights? Oh, that 
what his life and labours could not effect, his 
death might accompliſh, lead you to a cloſer 
examination of your hearts, and to make a 
ſolemn dedication of yourſelves to God in 


Chriſt ! Conſider, I beſeech you, tho you will 
| | ke 
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ſee his Face no more in this world, yet = 


muſt expect to meet him in the other: But 
with what ſhame, with what confuſion, with 
what trembling, if he muſt then appear a 
witneſs againſt you ! Think of this in'time, 
and may the ſeeds of virtue which he has 
ſown, and which have been long buried un- 
der the clods, rife up into a fruitful harveſt. 
SECONDLY ; You will ſee bis face no more 
in this world, to whom he has fo often com- 
municated the light and comfort of the Goſ- 
pel. There is a voice in this Providence to 
you, and it is this Remember how thou 
haſt received, and heard, and hold faſt b. 
Under your advantages think what the 
world will expect from you. How ſhould 
your Example lead; your Light ſhine; your 
Knowledge, Experience, and Affections in 
Religion influence your whole temper and 
conduct. The chriſtian and divine Life is 
ſomething more than form and profeſſion ; 
what inſinuates itſelf into the very frame 
and conſtitution of the Soul. There ever 
accompanies it a ſavour and reliſh of Divine 
things, which nothing forced or artificial can 
reach, As your helps have becn great, it is 
but reaſonable to hope that you „and more 
complete 


> Rev. iii. 3. 
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complete in the will of God. Go on, ny 
Friends, to a more perfect Eſtabliſhment in 
Religion. The pleaſure will increaſe with 
the Service, and the Reward be in proportion 
to your integrity and conſtancy. 

| Cheriſh all thoſe good impreſſions which 
have been made upon you, and ſuffer not 
your Eſteem of Practical Religion, in its ut- 
moſt latitude, to wear away to indifferency. 
In this conſiſts the image of God, the power 
of Religion, and the evidence of Eternal Life. 
If we decline here, or ſubſtitute any thing 
in the room of it, we ſhall croſs all the kind 
- purpoſes of our Saviour, and miſerably de- 
ceive ourſelves. For the plain Goſpel is 
this, that without Holiness no man ſhall 
ſee the Lord. 

Take heed of Bachſliding, and Declenſions 
in your Souls. As you have received Chriſt 
Feſus the Lord you muſt walk in him. I think 
in this all Chriſtians are agreed, or ought 
to be, that Practice makes the Chriſtian, 
and finiſhes the Character of a Believer. 

God is pleaſed to give you ſome occaſion 
for Sorrow, but then your loſs is not total. 
Though this Pulpit is in mourning, yet it is 
not deſtitute and empty; tho' one is taken, 

another 
3 Heb. xii. 14. 
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another is left, I mean that Worthy Perſon k, 
who has long aſſiſted you in your Spiritual 
Affairs, and who is Ike minded, and careth 
for you. Bleſs God for every remaining 
Mercy and Advantage. 


Think of the approaching time when you 


| ſhall fee that face again, which is now hid 


from you. Yes, you ſhall ſee it, and know 
it, for you are to be his joy, his glory, and 
his crown of rejoicing at the coming of Chriſt. 
I have nothing more to add, but to commend 
you to God, and the word of his Grace, 
which ts able to build you up, and give you 
an inheritance among all them which are 


ſanctiſied — which God of his infinite Mercy 


grant through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


k The Reverend Mr, Thomas Newman, who is ſince 
choſen Paſtor of that Church. 


THE END. 
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aſſerted, and 
diſclaimed. In a. Sermon pre: 
dination of the Reverend Mr. Fo Hab 7255 
Paw, Mr. Matthew Dowdell, Mr. 
Lerch, Mr. Jeph Piaml.—At Bridport, 2 
jet, September 26, 1738. And finte En- 
larged. To which is added a Preface and 
Notes, explaining ſame Important Truths of 
Natural and Revealed Religion, Gal. v. 13. 
Brethren, ye have been called unto Liberty; 
only uſe not Liberty for an” Occaſion to the 


Fl. . 
niſters SY 


. God's Promiſes the Comfort and Se- 
8 of his People in Times of Danger. 
A Sermon pfeached at Carter-Lane, October 
30, 1745. . Being a Day appointed for So- 
lemn Prayer; on account of the Rebellion 
in Scotland, and other threatening Calamities. 
Publiſhed at the Requeſt of the Miniſters, 
and others who heard it, 
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